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^ake I ^atcli the multitudinous fire-
llie* m tiie pomegranate-trees, and in some
sort htten to tne tales that are being told
for my delectation by one or other of the
servant* Qneer tales to be told a child as
bedtime t pproaches One is from a Hindu
servant who kno'fts a man who kno'ws
aiiotner man T*no had the narrowest of
escapes from tne talons of a p*$acha
A pleach" is the ghost of an imperfectly
cremated ELndu, haunting the burning
ghauts to consume human flesh whether
lightly done or totally unfired But the
p^acha it is agreed is nothing to the
churel the ghost of a woman ^ho has died
in childbirth and who seduces living men
to a terrible death It is objected that the
churd, with all her lascivious charms, can
be easily identified and avoided by any
who will observe her retorted feet And
then ckurels are not so very numerous
their numbers are kept down by driving
nails into the feet of the corpse or by
putting a kind of iron foot-cuff on it
(Twentv years later I learnt by chance